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The Nevada Mining
Association’s Education
Committee in partner-

ship with the Nevada Division of
Minerals has been holding workshops to
educate teachers all across Nevada
about the mining industry since 1983.

The committee is made up of a
variety of people that are passionate
about mining and geology.  We have
members of the committee from the
Mackay School of Earth Science &
Engineering, W.M. Keck Museum,
Bureau of Land Management,
Newmont Mining, Barrick Gold
Corporation, Centerra (US) Gold,
Women in Mining. Our newest member
company on the committee is Rodeo
Creek Gold and it doesn’t end there.
We also have committee members from
the Washoe County School district and
retired teachers.

Our workshop sessions offer
materials and activities for grade levels
k-12 and the classes the teachers take are
of  Nevada State standards.  The
teachers are able to take our workshop
and earn recertification credit and
continuing education credit etc.

As part of their credit require-
ment the teachers are offered half day
field trips to various mine sites (depend-
ing on the workshop location), geologi-
cal sites and even some of our supplier
facilities.

To extend the fun, the work-
shop also offers an optional day field
trip.  Because of  the length of  time we

have for this day, we have
offered trips to some pretty
exciting venues. The last
optional day field trip during
our Southern Nevada work-
shop was out to Death Valley

and historic Ryan, a former mining
site owned by U.S. Borax.

This year’s summer work-
shop will take place in historic
Tonopah Nevada with field trips to

Chemetall-Foote Minerals Silver Peak
and Monte Cristo’s Castle proposed
State Park and a walking tour through
Goldfield and Tonopah with a geology,
history and biology lesson.  The grand
finale will be our optional day tour to
Round Mountain Gold Mine and
Belmont.

This year the Nevada Division
of Minerals has generously offered a
$200.00 travel stipend to the first 75
teachers that register for our Northern
Nevada workshop in Tonopah to help
them cover travel costs.

We also receive very generous
donations and prizes from our member
companies to make the workshops the
best that they can be.  It truly never goes
unnoticed.

The Suppliers Committee is also
very dedicated to the Education Com-
mittee workshops and provides 10 -
$100.00 stipend checks for each work-
shop to help the teachers cover some of
the costs that they may incur in the
classroom that is not covered by their
schools.

The committee meets once a
month to plan two workshops each year.
We hold one workshop in the spring in
Las Vegas for the Southern Nevada
population and one in various areas in
the summer for our Northern Nevada
population.  These workshops take a
good amount of planning and dedica-
tion.  This is an effort that cannot be
done without all of the volunteers that
truly enjoy what they do.

Arloa Woolford, President of
the Women in Mining Foundation, is one

of our longest standing committee
members and is unfortunately going to
be retiring after serving on our commit-
tee for 20 years.  Tonopah will be her
farewell workshop.  She is going to be
missed by all.

The education committee is a
very close knit group of individuals and
it is genuinely felt when a member of the
committee is absent.

This is our industry and we need
to protect and maintain it in a very
positive way by educating the public.  As
committee members retire or move on
we find ourselves in a shortage of
volunteers and it is extremely important
that the committee is replenished with
people that share the same passion and
dedication to the industry.

Volunteers from all of  our mem-
ber companies are welcome and encour-
aged to get involved.  Every one of our
members plays a key role in the overall
picture of the message we are trying to
get out there.

If there is any member compa-
nies that have an employee that would
like to have fun with participating in this
committee’s role with the mining
industry’s efforts to educate our teachers
please contact Julanne Kaufman at (775)
829-2121 ext. 17 or
jkaufman@nevadamining.org.

COMMITTEE
SPOTLIGHT

Arloa Woolford

By Julanne Kaufman
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SUPPLIER’S CORNER...

Tires may be an old-
fashioned business, but a
high-tech solution

developed by D&D Tire Inc. of  Fernley
helped attract a buyer for the company.

D&D Tire, which operates 10
tire service centers in Nevada and
southern Idaho and has a big presence in
the mining industry throughout the West,
was acquired last week by Purcell Tire &
Rubber Co. of  Potosi, Mo. Both compa-
nies are privately held, and terms weren’t
disclosed. Purcell executives said, how-
ever, the combined companies will have
sales of  more than $300 million a year.

Keith Butcher, executive presi-
dent of Purcell Tire, said the two
companies had been in contact for
several years, but acquisition talks got
started in earnest late last year.

Purcell is pushing to get bigger,
and the mining industry is one of the
areas it’s targeted for growth. The
acquisition of D&D Tire, Butcher said,
will nearly double Purcell’s sales of  tires
to the mining industry. A software
package developed by D&D that
delivers tire-management information to
big customers also helped draw Purcell

to the Fernley company.
“That was a big motivator for

us,” said Butcher. He said some manu-
facturers have developed similar soft-
ware, but D&D’s is noteworthy because
it’s free of  any ties to the products of  an
individual tire-maker.

The software product has been
in strong demand in recent years, D&D
executives said, because tight supplies of
tires for off-road equipment such as the
trucks and loaders used in surface-
mining operations have boosted interest
in careful management of  tires.

D&D, which is believed to be
the largest off-road tire dealer in Ne-
vada, operates a repair facility for off-
road tires at Eureka.

It also operates a retreading
plant at Caldwell, Idaho, and it’s been
pushing retreading services as a cost-
effective alternative to mining operators.

As the two companies talked
seriously in recent weeks, Butcher said
they discovered they are similar in
everything from their structure to their
operating philosophy.

“D&D is a smaller version of
Purcell,” he said. “They have really

Strength in mining sector, software
drew D&D buyer

approached the market on a sales basis
from a service perspective. This is a
great win for our customers.”

D&D Tire was founded by
Paul DiMartini in 1983 as an indepen-
dent tire dealer, and Butcher said
DiMartini consciously modeled some
facets of the Nevada company on what
he saw at Purcell.

DiMartini will continue as
president of D&D Tire. Britt Johnson,
vice president of  D&D, and Phil
Branen, director of mining for Purcell
Tire, will serve as co-heads of  the global
mining operation for the newly merged
companies.

D&D Tire employs about 180
people. DiMartini said the merger will
give them more opportunities for
advancement in a larger organization.

Purcell will operate D&D as a
wholly owned subsidiary through the
rest of  this year. It then will transition
D&D operations into Purcell’s operating
units, and a single brand will be
launched, Butcher said.

Article reprinted courtesy of North-
ern Nevada Business Weekly, written by John
Seelmeyer

D&D Tire, Inc.
1505 Newlands Drive East

Fernley, NV 89408

 (775) 575-3321  FAX (775) 575-3329

http://www.ddtire.com/
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UPCOMING
e   v   e   n   t   s

Northern Nevada Earth Science
Education Workshop
July 22, 2008 - July 24, 2008
Location: Tonopah, Nevada
Contact Name: Julanne Kaufman
Phone: 775 829-2121 x17
or jkaufman@nevadamining.org

Nevada Mining Association Annual
Convention - September 4-6, 2008,
Harveys Lake Tahoe.  Contact Julanne
Kaufman, jkaufman@nevadamining.org
or check our website,
www.nevadamining.org

Northwest Mining Association’s
114th Annual Meeting, Exposition
and Short Courses - Mining for a
Minerals Dependent World -
December 1-5, 2008,  John Ascuaga’s
Nugget, Sparks, Nevada. For informa-
tion, visit http://www.nwma.org/
convention.asp

The Nevada Mining Association
welcomes the following

new members:

VENDOR
AERO SPEED EXPEDITED DELIVERY SERVICES, LLC

SPARKS, NV

AGRU AMERICA, INC.
GEORGETOWN SC

BIG R MANUFACTURING

CLARKSBURG, CA

SOIL-TECH

LAS VEGAS, NV

INDIVIDUAL
JON AURICH, JR.
LAS VEGAS, NV

mailto:jkaufman@nevadamining.org
mailto:jkaufman@nevadamining.org
http://www.nevadamining.org/
http://www.nwma.org/convention.asp

